City of Minnetonka City Council Policy 13.2

Policy Number 13.2
Affordable Housing Policy

Purpose of Policy: This policy establishes general procedures and requirements
to govern the City’s commitment to affordable housing.

Introduction

The City of Minnetonka has a long history of promoting diversity in the type and size of
housing units in Minnetonka, including the production of new affordable rental and
ownership opportunities.

This Policy recognizes the city’s commitment to provide affordable housing to
households of a broad range of income levels in order to appeal to a diverse population
and provide housing opportunities to those who live or work in the city. The goal of this
policy is to ensure the continued commitment to a range of housing choices by requiring
the inclusion of affordable housing for low and moderate-income households in new
multifamily or for-sale developments.

The requirements in this policy further the Minnetonka Housing Action Plan and city’s
Housing Goals and Strategies identified in the 2040 Comprehensive Plan.

Applicability and Minimum Project Size

This policy applies to all new multifamily rental developments with 10 or more dwelling
units and all new for-sale common interest or attached community developments,
(condominiums, townhomes, co-ops) with at least 10 dwelling units. This includes
existing properties or mixed-use developments that add 10 or more units.

Calculation of Units

The number of Affordable Dwelling Units (ADUs) required shall be based on the total
number of dwelling units approved by the city. If the final calculation includes a fraction,
the fraction of a unit shall be rounded up to the nearest whole number.

If an occupied property with existing dwelling units is expanded by 10 or more units, the
number of required ADUs shall be based on the total number of units following
completion of expansion.

Affordable Dwelling Unit (ADU)
General Requirements.

For projects not requesting a zoning change and/or comprehensive plan amendment
and not receiving city assistance.

¢ In multi-family rental developments, at least 5% of the units shall be
affordable to and occupied by households with an income at or below 50% of
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the AMI.

¢ |n attached for-sale common interest or attached community developments
(condominiums, townhomes, co-ops), at least 10% of the units shall be
affordable to and occupied by households with an income at or below 80%
AMI.

For projects requesting a zoning change or comprehensive plan amendment without
city assistance.

¢ In multi-family rental developments, at least 10% of the units shall be
affordable to and occupied by households with incomes at or below 60% AMI,
with @ minimum of 5% at 50% AMI.

¢ In attached for-sale common interest or attached community developments
(condominiums townhomes, co-ops), at least 10% of the units shall be
affordable to and occupied by households with an income at or below 80%
AMI.

For projects receiving city assistance.

e For multi-family rental developments, at least 20% of the units shall be
affordable to and occupied by households with an income at or below 50% of
the AMI; or at least 40% of the units shall be affordable to and occupied by
households with an income at or below 60% AMI.

¢ |n attached for-sale common interest or attached community developments
(condominiums, townhomes, co-ops), at least 10% of the units shall be
affordable to and occupied by households with an income at or below 80%
AMI.

Calculation of AMI

For purposes of this policy, Area Median Income means the Area Median Income for the
Twin Cities metropolitan area calculated annually by the Minnesota Housing Finance
Agency for establishing rent limits for the Housing Tax Credit Program (multi-family
ADU) and the Department of Housing and Urban Development (attached for-sale
common interest or attached community developments, including: condominiums,
townhomes, co-ops).

Rent Level Calculation (Multi- Family Rental Developments)

The monthly rental price for an ADU receiving city assistance shall include rent and
utility costs and shall be based on fifty percent (50%) or sixty percent (60%) for the
metropolitan area that includes Minnetonka adjusted for bedroom size and calculated
annually by Minnesota Housing Financing Agency for establishing rent limits for the
Housing Tax Credit Program. This does not apply to units not receiving city assistance.
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For Sale Projects

The qualifying sale price for an owner-occupied dwelling unit shall include property
taxes, homeowner’s insurance, principal payment and interest, private mortgage
insurance, monthly ground lease, association dues, and shall be based upon eighty
(80%) AMI for the metropolitan area that includes Minnetonka adjusted for bedroom size
and calculated annually by the Department of Housing and Urban Development.

Period of Affordability

In developments subject to this policy, the period of affordability for the ADUs shall be
thirty (30) years.

Location, Standards, and Integration of ADUs

Distribution of affordable housing units. Unless otherwise specifically authorized by
this policy, the ADUs shall be integrated within the development and distributed
throughout the building(s). The ADUs shall be incorporated into the overall project
unless expressly allowed to be located in a separate building or a different location
approved by the city council.

Number of bedrooms in the affordable units. The ADUs shall have a number of
bedrooms proportional to the market rate units. The mix of unit types shall be
approved by the city.

Size and Design of ADUs. The size and design of ADUs shall be consistent and
comparable with the market rate units in the rest of the project.

Exterior/Interior Appearance of ADUs. The exterior/interior materials and design of
the ADUs in any development subject to these regulations shall be indistinguishable
in style and quality with the market rate units in the development.

Non-Discrimination Based on Rent Subsidies

Developments covered by this policy must not discriminate against tenants who would
pay their rent with federal, state or local public assistance, including tenant based
federal, state or local subsidies, but not limited to rental assistance, rent supplements,
and Housing Choice Vouchers.

Alternatives to On-Site Development of an ADU

The city recognizes that it may not be economically feasible or practical in all
circumstances to provide ADUs in all development projects due to site constraints
resulting in extraordinary costs of development. The city reserves the right to waive this
policy if the developer requests a waiver and can provide evidence of extraordinary
costs prohibiting the inclusion of ADUs. The city will review on a case-by-case basis to
determine if the waiver is justifiable and granted.
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Recorded Agreements, Conditions and Restrictions

A declaration of restrictive covenants shall be executed between the city, EDA and
developer, in a form approved by the city’s EDA attorney, which formally sets forth
development approval and requirements to achieve affordable housing in accordance
with this policy. The declaration shall identify:

The location, number, type, and size of affordable units to be constructed;
Sales and/or rental terms; occupancy requirements;

A timetable for completion of the units; and

Annual Tenant income and rent reporting requirements; and

Restrictions to be placed on the units to ensure their affordability and any terms
contained in the approval resolution by the city/EDA.

The applicant or owner shall execute all documents deemed necessary by the city
manager, including, without limitation, restrictive covenants and other related
instruments, to ensure affordability of the affordable housing unit within this policy.

The documents described above shall be recorded in the Hennepin County as
appropriate.

Definitions

Affordable Dwelling Unit: A unit within a residential project subject to this policy that shall
meet the income eligibility and rent affordability standards outlined in this policy.

Financial Assistance: Funds derived from the city or EDA, including but is not limited to
fund from the following sources:

City of Minnetonka

Housing Redevelopment Authority (HRA) Funds

Economic Development Authority (EDA) Funds

Community Development Block Grant (CDBG)
Reinvestment Assistant Program

Revenue Bonds and/or Conduit Bonds

Tax increment financing (TIF), TIF pooling, or tax abatement
Land write downs

Other government housing development sources

Adopted by Resolution 2019-060
Council Meeting of July 8, 2019
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