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Narrative from the tenant utilizing the expanded parking lot areas

To the City of Minnetonka officials, we Rainbow Tree Care are applying for this permit to 
continue to operate our business after being notified that the property was altered without 
proper permitting.  This is related to an outside storage area that was present on the property 
when we took possession.  We have also used portions of the property, under verbal 
approval of the prior landowners, that we now understand are not complaint.  Upon being 
notified the property was not in compliance we began an effort to bring the property into 
conformity, while still effectively operating in the facility.  We are requesting this permit as it 
will allow us to continue to operate our business in current Minnetonka location.  We are 
committed to adjust our operations to work within the proposed land use changes.  We also 
kindly ask for any support available to make the changes without significantly interrupting or 
limiting our work.  To speak to the use of the facility we would like to provide some 
background about who we are. 

Rainbow Treecare is an Employee-Owned Environmental Services company headquartered 
at 11571 K-Tel Drive, Minnetonka, MN.   Rainbow provides various services to the Twin 
Cities Metro area related to Tree and Lawn Health, Structural Pest Control, and Seasonal 
Lighting.  Rainbow also own and invents Tree Preservation tools and supplies used by 
arborists thought the US to save trees and improve tree health. 

Due to the seasonal nature of Rainbow’s business, particularly it’s tree preservation efforts 
with Dutch Elm Disease (Elm) and Emerald Ash Borer (Ash), Rainbow staff fluctuates with 
the peak period of spring through fall.  
Apart from the growth of the business, Rainbows use of the building has changed little since 
it moved into the location in late 2008.  The premise is roughly half office and half warehouse 
space.  The office space serves as Rainbow corporate headquarters and is comprised of a 
mix of offices, cubicles and conference rooms.  

Rainbow uses the warehouse to store inventory and equipment, provide maintenance to 
equipment, and to ship products to it’s customers.  The facility and outdoor space are utilized 
for storage of equipment and supplies used in the delivery of it’s services.   The majority of 
Rainbow’s employes access equipment and supplies from the facility and are deployed to 
work sites each day.  
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1. Install appropriate temporary erosion control devices to prevent sediment from leaving or entering the practice during construction.
2. All down-gradient perimeter sediment control bmp's must be in place before any up gradient land disturbing activity begins.
3. Perform continuous inspections of erosion control practices, especially after each rainfall event.
4. Complete, stabilize, and vegetate all other site improvements.
5. Construct and vegetate bioretention device following stabilization of contributing drainage area.  Ensure that critical elevations, such as underdrain invert, top of media, top of mulch, and invert of

overflow structure (if present) are correct.
6. Remove temporary erosion control devices after the contributing drainage area is adequately vegetated.

GENERAL NOTES
1. In the event that sediment is introduced into the bmp during or immediately following excavation, this material shall be removed from the practice prior to continuing construction.
2. See Minnesota Stormwater Manual for subgrade preparation.

MATERIAL SPECIFICATIONS
1. See Minnesota Stormwater Manual for material specifications recommendations for bioretention soil, mulch, underdrains, etc.
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