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Project Statement  16 December 2020 

Bauer’s Station Expansion  Minnetonka, Minnesota 

 

Community Focus 

Bauer’s Minnoco/ Custom Hitches & Auto Repair has been a fixture in Minnetonka and the surrounding 
communities for over 32 years.  Owned by Michael and Margaret Bauer, Bauer’s Minnoco provides 8 types of fuel, 
vehicle repair and service, propane refills for the BBQ, forklift tanks, tar-trucks, food trucks, RV’s, as well as a 
convenience store and many other valuable services to area residents.   

For over 22 years, Bauer’s Minnoco has provided U-Haul trucks, trailers, moving equipment, and moving supplies.  
In 2002, Bauer’s station completed a major renovation of their site to park their fleet of U-Haul vehicles while 
providing an on-site stormwater detention and treatment pond. 

In 2015, Bauer’s branded their fuel offerings to Minnoco, a Minnesota-based company and completed a major 
renovation of the fuel service islands and canopy.  This modern and well-lit installation serves a variety of vehicles 
using gasoline, E15/30/85 ethanol fuels, non-oxy, diesel, and “auto-gas” for propane powered vehicles. 

 

New Expansion 

Today, Bauer’s seeks to move their U-Haul rentals, hitch installation and auto repair service into a new and modern 
Customer Service building located on their property.   

The new building is a steel framed building with either insulated precast concrete or insulated metal panel for the 
exterior envelope.   The mass of the building is largely below grade-level along Baker Road for minimal visibility 
and to reduce its apparent size.  A flat roof with a white reflective membrane provides protection from solar heat 
gain.  The construction is intended to be both aesthetically pleasing and environmentally sensitive. 

Overhead doors on the east side elevations will allow all sizes of vehicles to be brought into the facility for service 
and cleaning.  A dedicated rental and retail area at the south end of the building is capped with a mezzanine to 
store hitches and moving materials.  Restroom facilities and chilled water are to be provided in the retail 
component as well. 

 

Community Amenities 

As part of this project, Bauer’s will construct “Bauer’s Bicycle Oasis” along Baker Road to serve the considerable 
number of community bicycle enthusiasts using Excelsior Boulevard and Baker Road as part of their route.  This 
facility will provide a rest stop with bike racks, benches, repair tools, a filtered water station, and route information 
for bikers.  Snack foods and other refreshments are offered in the convenience store.  Restroom facilities located 
in the Service and U-Haul retail center will be made available to bikers as well.   
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